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Sufi Ribats in Baghdad
"Selected models"

Abstract

The Ribat first appeared to meet the desire of volunteers to defend the borders
of the Arab Islamic State. Those volunteers sought to achieve two aims: first, de-
fending their state and religion against neighboring countries; and second, cutting
off from the world and from life’s temptations to devote themselves to worshipping
and seeking Allah’s satisfaction.

With the passage of time, the function of the Ribat, and even its geography,
evolved, after it was like a military islamic outpost, so that it now served significant
religious, spiritual, social, and scientific purposes.

The Ribat became a destination for ascetics and knowledge-seekers. Scientific
activities flourished in the Ribats where scientific encounters and courses were
held, and students received their certificates from scholars for whom the Ribat was
a place to write, research, give lectures, and deliver certificates. The Ribats were
under the care of the Caliphs and their wives.

Keywords: Al-Ribat, asceticism, devotion, Scientific Council, Caliph’s women.
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Sufi Schools in Mauritania: Establishment and Development

Abstract

This paper seeks to highlight the great value of Sufi schools in Mauritania and
the circumstances in which Sufism emerged in this country. While the available
sources did not precisely specify the beginnings of Sufism, we have adopted the
sources, which confirm that Qadiriyya and Shadhiliyya came to Mauritania during
the same period. As for Tijanniyya, it was considerably late in joining, but it man-
aged to spread quickly in many neighboring countries.

Sufism had its first roots in the early Muslims who traveled through pathways
and crossings from the Far Maghreb to the Great Sahara, and significantly contrib-
uted to reviving the country’s cultural and religious life.

The land routes between these cities and the regions of West Africa played a
major role, which made Sufi Sheikhs expand in this vast area, with many African
tribes scattered therein. The Sufi schools in Mauritania used these same routes to
spread their teachings.

New schools branched out from these larger Sufi schools in Mauritania. They
drew from the same sources but had their own practices. Among these are the
Ghazfiyah with its two branches, the Ghazwaniyah and Ahl Beyyah School.

The paper also sheds light on some of the new teachings introduced by the
Hamawiyya School, which did not exist in Tijaniyya. It also reviews the stages
of the establishment of Sufi schools until they reached the stage of maturity and
development. It shows how Sufi Sheikhs in Mauritania were able to promote their
schools and integrate their curricula with religious and figh sciences into the edu-
cational system of the Mauritanian Mahdhara (Traditional religious schools).

Keywords: Al-Qadiriyya, Shadhliyya, Sufism, Tawat, Tijaniyya.
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The Contribution of Algerian Scholars to Enriching
the Mystical (Sufi)
Heritage in the Islamic West during the Middle Ages:
Excerpts from their Writings as a Case Study

Abstract

Like their counterparts in the Islamic West, Algerian scholars (of the Central
Maghreb) contributed, during the Middle Ages, to enriching the Islamic mystical
(Sufi) heritage. At first, that is by the end of the 50 Century AH (11 BC) and the
beginning of the 6™ Century AH (12 AD), their contribution consisted in teaching
Sufi books that came from the Islamic East. They also provided explanations and
summaries/précis about these books, at a time when Sufism was still beginning to
spread in these countries. Then, when the Sufi movement matured and its followers
multiplied, they started producing writings that contributed to Sufi thought, and in
addition to translating books of Sufism scholars.

By scholars of Algeria, we mean all those who originally belonged to this coun-
try, or those who came from the rest of the Islamic world to settle in it, or those
who were buried there, especially in an era when the nation-state had not yet
emerged, and Muslim scholars used to move freely across countries.

Algerian scholars have left a large body of writings on Sufism, some of which
are still missing and reached us in the form of titles only, while others are still

manuscripts, and few of them have been edited (tahqiq).

This paper presents the titles of these books and briefly introduces their au-
thors, with focus on missing books and manuscripts. It also overviews some of the
annotated Sufism books.

Keywords: Sufi heritage, Sufi literature/writings, Algeria, Central Maghreb, Is-
lamic West.
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The Problematic Relationship between the
Spiritual, Political and Spatial Dimensions of Sufi Heritage:
Jerusalem as an example

Abstract

This paper sheds light on the Sufi presence in Jerusalem, as well as on its his-
tory and the tangible and intangible heritage it bequeathed. It seeks to explain the
problematic relationship between the political authority, the Sufi institution, and
the spatial dimension in Jerusalem, and to answer the following questions: How
and why the dominant political regime in Jerusalem since its re-conquest by Salah
al-Din (Saladin) in 1187 used Sufis and their thought to tighten their control over
the Holy City of Al-Quds al-Sharif ? How did this contribute to an architectural
and intellectual renaissance in Jerusalem that helped rebuild what was lost during
the Crusades? What is the relationship between the political use of Sufi thought
and its presence in Jerusalem? How did the Sufi presence contribute to creating a
tangible and intangible heritage in Jerusalem?

The paper concludes that Salah al-Din al-Ayyubi and other Sultans who lived
through the period of foreign dangers that threatened the lands of the Islamic
Nation, especially Jerusalem, used Sufism as a functional tool not only in the fight
against colonialism but also in rebuilding the tangible and intangible heritage de-
stroyed by the colonizer, through establishing Sufi institutions in Jerusalem.

The paper shows how a special space was chosen for these Sufi institutions to
counter the material, cultural and linguistic effects of the foreign invasion. This was
based on the Sultans’ awareness of the role of the mystic in rebuilding the Holy
City architecturally and intellectually and purifying it from alien thoughts, as well
as in defending the city’s cultural heritage, both material and spiritual.

Keywords: Jerusalem, Sufism, Sufi thought, Khanaqah, zawiya, architectural heri-
tage, cultural heritage.
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The Zawiya and Political Power in Modern epoch in Tunisia:
The Smadhi’s zawiya in the City of Beja: A Case Example

Abstract

The “Smadhi Marabout" in the city of Beja provides a prototypical example
of the relationship that linked part of these religious institutions to the political
power and to urban and rural communities in the 17th and 18th centuries. This re-
lationship was governed by a dialectic logic that often converged with the interests
of both sides, thereby showing the vulnerable position of holy men in front of state
power, and revealing the reason why they were careful in dealing with the Emir, for
fear not to find themselves in trouble, as cooperation was met with reward while

non-cooperation was met with punishment.

While this relationship was subjected to the dialectics of cooperation and
non-cooperation, it was marked, as far as the Marabout was concerned, by a kind
of role-sharing: between subservience and cooperation, fear and reservation. The
general attitude remained, however, to “fear the Sultan," especially if he was a
“brute” or an “oppressor,” and to support, defend, and protect the people and
interact with them in ways that showed mercy, compassion, and solidarity, even if
that meant getting involved in social and political events, either through backing
and support or through withdrawal and peaceful protests.

Through the spiritual experience it popularized and the prototypical relations
it produced, the Smadhi Marabout, which often embodied the supreme example of
the “striving faith", played a major role in expanding the Zawiya’s sphere of influ-
ence, and its success in meetings people’s primordial needs, especially the margin-
alized ones. Accordingly, Sufism became an integral part of the culture of the time,
if not the distinguishing mark of the predominant religious mindset.

Keywords: Smadhi Marabout, Holy Man and Emir, Marabout Sheikhs, Coopera-
tive Marabout, Resilient Marabout.
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Some remarks about the Sufism in Tripoli:
Turugs, Zawiyas, and Scholars

Abstract:

This paper sheds light on the origins and spread of Sufism in the city of Tripoli,
where Sufi Turuqgs (Orders) became a distinctive feature of this city and part of its
rich history, especially the Sufi art, including Andalusian Ma'luf.

Several Sufi Turuq emerged in Tripoli, such as Al-Arousiyah, Al- Qadiriyya,
Al-Shadhili, and others. Over the centuries, hundreds of Sufi Sheikhs and eminent
scholars contribued to spreading the sublime teachings of Islam. Tripoli, like most
of the cities of the Islamic world, knew Sufi teachings, and Zawiyas were estab-
lished in the city to spread knowledge and education.

Sufi Zawiyas played a significant role in promoting social solidarity in all its
forms, including by providing food, shelter, and other facilities for travelers, espe-
cially since some Libyan families lived outside cities and villages and continuously
moved from one place to another in search of water and pasture for their animals.
They lived a purely nomadic lifestyle, with their sole activity being animal-breed-
ing. They had no land-cultivation activity that restricted their movement, so that
they moved in limited groups to remote areas where rain and pasture were abun-
dant, even outside the areas they considered to be their own property. They might
remain in these areas for a long time, even for years, without returning to their
original dwelling place. Sufi Zawiyas led many of the country’s inhabitants to settle
in cities and villages.

Keywords: Sufism, Sheikhs, Tripoli, Maltf, Zawiya.
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“Dakhlet Sidi Bu Ali" in Nafta:
An Anthropological Approach to Sufi Heritage in Tunisia

Abstract

This paper aims at studying the Sufism patrimony and the related practices,
which is crucial to understanding the social system as a whole, especially amid the
accelerating changes undergone by many Arab and Islamic countries.

The paper does not address the Sufi thought and beliefs of holy man “Sidi Bu
Ali", nor the way he affected Sufism. It mainly focuses on studying the Sufi patri-
mony through the collective reproduction of “Alwalaya"” (whose reference could at
times be the first basic models of Islamic Sufism; at other times, just social fantasy),
by shedding light on some representations and practices of “Sidi Bu Ali Zawiya".

We consider that an anthropological approach is so important as we attempt
to peruse what has surrounded the emergence of what we now call “patrimony”
especially in relation to Sufism, on the one hand, and the question of collective
memory and the relation with the Other, on the other hand.

The paper is based mainly on ethnographic data, with theoretical dimensions
being addressed whenever necessary. It addresses the Sufi patrimony by focusing
on the “Dakhlet Sidi Bu Ali" model as a kind of “narration” or “speech”, a means
of “communication” and “knowledge". In this regard, we suggest that Sufi heritage
be approached as a variety of oral, written and visual narration through the “social
body" as a whole.

We can also say that foreseeing the probable impact of a certain “patrimony”
could help to determine its form and content. It therefore seems useful to picture
the different types of patrimony as possible sequences of narration, as the represen-
tations, conceptions and practices can be approached as utterances or expressions
that can be used by all those interested in this field.

Keywords: Heritage, Nafta, Anthropology, Sufism, Memory.
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