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Benefiting from the repercussions of the Corona virus pandemic

in rebuilding and strengthening an Arabic development system
based on scientific research and technological development
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The outbreak of the emerging Coronavirus (COVED-19) is spreading
around the world with a frightening speed, as the Arab world is under
huge various types of pressure, and at the same time is not prepared to
deal with the impact of a fatal infectious disease such as this serious
epidemic. The economic and social costs of the strict restrictions
imposed globally, regionally and locally may be very expensive, and
most societies - especially the Arab ones - may not be able to afford
them for long time, and therefore it is possible that the global emergency
imposed by the threat of this virus will complicate some existing social
and economic problems in Our Arab world, especially in an international
context full of difficult challenges. This may result in these problems
turning into political crises with frightening repercussions unless an
effective and rapid vaccine is secured against the epidemic. This paper
highlights some of the potential repercussions of the spread of this

epidemic, especially on the higher education & scientific research sector
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in the Arab countries, as well as some opportunities that may arise from
this virus if the joint Arab-International cooperation methodology is

adopted to confront this epidemic at all levels.
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Abstract

The Academy of Scientific Research and Technology (ASRT) makes
great efforts to link scientific research with industry, utilize scientific
research to serve the state’s sustainable development plan “Egypt
Vision 2030” and UN 17 SDGs, and keep up with the Fourth Industrial
Revolution, and support researchers and innovators. To achieve these
strategic objectives, ASRT has established several programs, such as

National Program for Technological Incubators (INTLIAC), Accelerator
101, Technology, Innovation and Commercialization Offices (TICO),
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Egyptian Innovation Bank (EIB),and Knowledge and Technology
Alliances (KTA). KTA is the largest program IN Egypt to link scientific
research with industry in an effective way. KTA aims to produce or
develop a local technological product, deepen local manufacturing
(DLM) and support national industry that contributed to addressing
some stressing problems and challenges facing the society in some
areas such as electricity and water. ASRT also had a pioneering and
effective role in assisting the state in confronting the emerging Covid 19
pandemic through a rapid response plan (Extraordinary Plan), allocated
up to 60 million Egyptian pounds for its implementation. A part of
the extraordinary plan included immediate and local production of
sanitizers and antiviral textiles and tissues in accordance with WHO
guidelines. To foster the implementation process, ASRT has signed
partnership agreements and contracted some industrial institutions,
to help in Research and Development and local manufacturing of
Ventilators, and supported renovation, upgrading and certification of
Biosafety Level 3 lab (BSL-3).
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